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Diana Marshall is a woman who 
lives in all parts of her life the promise from 
the Baptismal Covenant, “Will you strive 
for justice and peace among all people and 
respect the dignity of every human being? 
It is evident not only in her professional 
standing as both a registered nurse and an 
attorney, but in where she invests her time 
and energy, skills and gifts. 

It is telling that the longest list of entries 
on her resume is under Public Service. 
Now serving as chair of the Community 
Action Committee of the Lehigh Valley, 
Diana is on the Public Advocacy Action 
Team of the Pennsylvania Council of 
Churches, a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Parish Nurse Coalition 
of Greater Lehigh Valley and its 
newsletter editor, is the diocesan liaison 
to National Episcopal Health Ministries 
and serves as a member of myriad 
committees dedicated to wellness, caring 
and justice. 

This quiet, dedicated and brilliant 
woman is a blessing to us all. 
[From a proclamation of the diocesan Episco-
pal Church Women who named Diana 
Marshall Outstanding Woman of the Diocese 
of Bethlehem.] 

Marlene Hartshorne has served as 
president of the diocesan Episcopal Church 
Women since 1997. “My goal,” Marlene reflected, 
“has been to involve the whole diocese in a mission 
project that would reach a kind of completion and 
be celebrated each year at diocesan convention.” 
During her years as president, the ECW became 
deeply involved in our companion diocese of Kajo 
Keji in mission with the Mother’s Union there and 
locally in advocacy for children. “I pray that the 
Holy Spirit will guide you as I’ve sensed he has 
guided me,” she said as she handed the president’s 
cross to Jane Nurse at the ECW annual meeting, 
May 10 at Kirby House. 

“We all experience spiritual pruning in 
our lives,” Bishop Paul said, 
preaching on the Vine and Branches text 
from St. John. “In the ECW of our 
Diocese, we are seeing a vine bearing fruit 
– seeing what can happen when we are 
connected to Jesus Christ ... Jesus wants 
us to remember that our connection with 
him is immediate and direct, a rooted 
connection in which we are to abide. Each 
of us is invited to make that connection 
each day ... to bring the fruit God asks 
for, and not mind the occasional pruning.” 

Charles Cesaretti focused his 
presentations on “the most 
misunderstood woman of the Bible, 
Miriam or Mary of Nazareth.” 
Contextualizing the Roman “peace by 
political domination, not so much peace 
as subjection” under which the Jews 
lived, Cesaretti said Mary was a young 
girl living in the midst of chaos and 
domination ... “into which came the word 
of God.” Detailing the similarities 
between Mary’s Magnificat and Jesus’ 
Beatitudes, he asked, “Where do you 
think Jesus learned these?” He reflected 
also on another domination system that 
so spiritualized and marginalized Mary 
to a pedestal as to make her irrelevant. 
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